
 
 

 
 
 

 
 



37 Highfield Drive 
P.O. Box 396 
Falmouth, MA 02541 

 

508-540-2414 
capecodcurling.org 

Wifi Code: CapeCod1969 

 

Welcome all to the 32nd Elisabeth Childs Challenge!  
 

I am very excited to greet so many curlers from all over the GNCC. As a traditionalist, I was 
compelled to research the history of this event before penning a letter for the program. Aside from 
the origins of the event, I came across one bit of the history that brought a smile to my face. During 
the inaugural Women’s Challenge event, Elisabeth Childs (who was watching the event from 
behind the glass) was asked if she would lend her name to the event. “Her prompt and emphatic 

response was, “No! I’m not dead yet.” In 2010, the year after Mrs. Childs passed away, the Women’s Challenge 
was re-named in her honor.” I am a huge fan of five and under bonspiels and have experienced first-hand that the 
level of competition at these events is much higher than the name would imply. 
 

The challenges for the organizers of this event are many and large. It is a difficult task that takes countless hands 
and hours to get accomplished. I want to express my appreciation to Maura McCarthy and her committee for the 
fantastic job they have done as the Elisabeth Childs Challenge Committee. I would also like to thank the army of 
volunteers for the great job they do to make this event happen. 
 

I hope you will enjoy your stay in Falmouth, the Elisabeth Childs Challenge, and the time you spend on Cape Cod.  
 

Good Curling! 
 

Phil Bruce, President 
Cape Cod Curling Club 

 

 

Welcome Rock Stars: Women Who Curl! 
 

We are delighted to see old friends and welcome new ones to the Cape Cod Curling Club (CCCC).  In 
cooperation with the Grand National Curling Club (GNCC), we are honored to host the 2023 Elisabeth Childs 
Challenge for women with 5 years and under curling experience.  We sincerely hope you will enjoy our club 
along with the fierce competition and friendly camaraderie that defines the spirit of curling as well as the  
“5 & Under Circuit”. 
 

This digital booklet contains information to help orient you to our club and plan for the event. If you have any 
comments, questions, or concerns not covered here, please do not hesitate to ask one of our volunteers or 
email us at capechilds2023@gmail.com. 
 

We are a 3-sheet club with a large warm room and adjacent dining area. There is a women’s locker room to 
stow your gear while you are here. Our club does offer livestreaming of all 3 sheets at once. We are in the 
process of upgrading this equipment. The livestream has a tendency to freeze on occasion, please be patient. 
We will attempt to do live scoring and post an updated draw throughout the bonspiel. Wi-Fi is also available.  
Live Stream: https://capecodcurling.org/index.php/live-streaming-video; Wi-Fi Code: CapeCod1969. 
 

We have a team of volunteer ice technicians providing championship ice and playing conditions for our event. 
An ice envelope will be provided for each team competing. Donations are encouraged and greatly appreciated. 
Envelopes can be placed in the basket on the desk. 
 

We hope you enjoy your visit to our club. We look forward to seeing you again when you return for an 
invitational bonspiel in the future. Cheers to you all; enjoy the 2023 Elisabeth Childs Challenge! 
 

Rock On Friends – Have A Blast! 
 
 

Maura McCarthy, Chairperson, and 
The 2023 Cape Childs Committee  
(Patty Oakley, Mike Minior, Kathy Maloney, Pam Gould, Jeff Gershengorn, Tracy Frazee) 



 

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 
 

Thursday, February 23rd 
 

 2:00 pm Check-in opens 
 2:45 pm Draw 1 
 5:05 pm  Draw 2 
 5:30 pm Dinner (ends at 7: 30 pm) 
 7:25 pm Draw 3 
 

Friday, February 24th 
 

 7:00 am Coffee/Tea Service with breakfast bars, fruit 
 8:00 am Draw 4 
 10:20 am Draw 5 
 11:30 am Lunch (ends at 1:15 pm)  
 12:40 pm Draw 6 
 1:30 pm Tasting at Cape Cod Curling Club – Cape Cod Distillers  
 2:40 pm Midafternoon Scrape 
 4:00 pm Draw 7 
 5:00 pm Dinner (ends 7:00 pm)  
 6:20 pm Draw 8 
 7:30 pm Music and Trivia 
 8:40 pm Draw 9 
 

Saturday, February 25th 
 

 7:00 am Coffee/Tea Service with breakfast bars, fruit 
 8:00 am Draw 10 
 10:20 am Draw 11 
 11:30 am Lunch (ends at 1:15 pm)  
 12:40 pm Draw 12 
 1:30 pm Tasting at Cape Cod Curling Club – Frazee Wine Cocktails 
 2:40 pm Midafternoon Scrape 
 4:00 pm Draw 13 
 5:00 pm Dinner (ends 7:00 pm)  
 6:20 pm Draw 14 
 7:30 pm Live Music and Dancing 
 8:40 pm Draw 15 
 

Sunday, February 26th 
 

 7:00 am Coffee/Tea Service with breakfast bars, fruit 
 8:00 am Draw 16 
 9:00 am Hot Breakfast (ends at 11:00 am)  
 10:45 am Finalists piped on; Drambuie toast 
 11:00 am Draw 17 
 1:00 pm Lunch (ends at 2:30 pm)  
 1:45 pm Awards 
 

Wifi Code:  CapeCod1969 
 

Livestream: https://capecodcurling.org/index.php/live-streaming-video 
 



 

MEAL SCHEDULE 
(non-curlers: $80 for all meals OR pay as you go) 

 
 

Thursday, February 23rd 
 

 5:30 pm – 7:30 pm Dinner ($15 for non-curlers) 

• Beef Stew: beef bone broth, stew beef, fingerling potatoes, carrots, onions, celery 
OR 

• Turkey Stew: turkey bone broth, turkey breast meat, carrots celery, onion, green beans, baby red 
potatoes 

OR 

• Sweet Potato Soup: pureed sweet potatoes with lentils and roasted root vegetables (butternut 
squash, turnip, parsnip, onion, celery, carrots, baby kale) 

 

 Grab and Go Snacks after every draw 
 

Friday, February 24th 
 

 7:00 am – 9:00 am Coffee/Tea Service ($5 for non-curlers) 
  Quick Breads, Breakfast Bars, Bananas, Oranges, Apples 
  

 11:30 am – 1:15 pm Lunch ($15 for non-curlers) 
  Taco bar: Shredded Chicken Thighs OR Roasted Cauliflower/Chick Peas with Salsa Verde, 

Chopped Vegetables, Cheese, Black Bean Salsa, Siracha Sauce, Ice Cream novelties 
   

 5:00 pm – 7:00 pm Dinner ($30 for non-curlers for beef; $20 for Vegetarian/Lent) 
  Beef tenderloin OR Quinoa/Black Bean Loaf OR Vegetable Lasagna 
  Sides: Roasted Fingerling Potatoes, Green Beans & Carrots. Dessert: Sheet Cake 
 

 Grab and Go Snacks after every draw 
 

Saturday, February 25th 
 

 7:00 am – 9:00 am Coffee/Tea Service ($5 for non-curlers) 
  Quick Breads, Breakfast Bars, Bananas, Oranges, Apples 
  

 11:30 am – 1:15 pm Lunch ($15 for non-curlers) 
  Deli Platters, Lettuce, Tomato, Onion OR Vegetable Burritos with Coleslaw, Cookies 
   

 5:00 pm – 7:00 pm Dinner ($20 for non-curlers) 
  Baked Chicken Breast OR Egg, Swiss, Mushroom and Onion Casserole 
  Sides: Wild Rice, Broccoli, Green Salad. Dessert: Pie 

 

 Grab and Go Snacks after every draw 
 

Sunday, February 26th 
 

 7:00 am – 9:00 am Coffee/Tea Service ($5 for non-curlers) 
  Quick Breads, Breakfast Bars, Bananas, Oranges, Apples  
  

 9:00 am – 11:00 am Hot Breakfast ($10 for non-curlers) 
  French Toast Casserole, Scrambled Eggs, Cheesy Hashbrowns, Sausage and Bacon  
   

 1:00 pm – 2:00 pm Lunch ($15 for non-curlers) 
  Finger Sandwiches with Tossed Salad, Potato Chips, Bars & Brownies 
 

 Grab and Go Snacks after every draw



First Round Draw Schedule 
 

Rock color is assigned for each game. The team on top throws blue stones; the team on bottom 
throws red stones.  A coin toss determines hammer. 
 

Thursday February 23rd: 
 

2:45 PM     

Sheet 1  Sheet 2  Sheet 3 
     

Peachtree/Atlanta - Brantley  Rocket City - Tutwiler  Charlotte - Derylak 

vs  vs  vs 

Lower Cape (1) – Nix  Utica - Dockstader  Norfolk - Bordieri 

     
 

5:05 PM     

Sheet 1  Sheet 2  Sheet 3 
     

Nashua (1) - Garner  Broomstones (2) - Messina  Lower Cape (2) Murphy 

vs  vs  vs 

Berkshires - Zinchuk  Albany - Clark  Nashua (2) Pendleton 

     
 

7:25 PM     

Sheet 1  Sheet 2  Sheet 3 
     

Triangle - Brouse  Jersey Pinelands - Fabian  Broomstones (1) - Brown 

vs  vs  vs 

Nutmeg (1) - Parsons  Belfast - Tarantino  Bucks County - Fannon 

     

 

Friday, February 24th: 
 

8:00 AM     

Sheet 1  Sheet 2  Sheet 3 
     

Philadelphia (1) - Kesack  Cape Cod (2) - Benton  Finger Lakes - Mogil 

vs  vs  vs 

Rochester - Falcipieri  Philadelphia (2) - Koren  Cape Cod (1) - Delle Femine 

     
 

10:20 AM  

Sheet 1 
 

 Wifi Code: CapeCod1969 

Nutmeg (2) - Black  

vs Livestream: 
Plainfield - Moore https://capecodcurling.org/index.php/live-streaming-video 

  
 



 2023 Elisabeth Childs Challenge
23 - 26 February 2023

Cape Cod Curling Club

Cape Cod (2) - Benton

111              Friday 8:00 AM FIRST EVENT
Loser to 201    (2)  120

Philadelphia (2) - Koren Friday 8:40 PM

Loser to 305  (1)  123

102 Thursday 2:45 PM

Loser to 202  (1)  114

Friday 10:20 AM

Loser to 307    (2)  

103 Thursday 2:45 PM

Loser to 203  (3)  Saturday 6:20 PM

Loser to 401  (1) 125

104 Thursday 7:25 PM

Loser to 204  (1)  115

Friday 10:20 AM

Loser to 303   (3)  121

105 Thursday 5:05 PM

Loser to 205  (2)  

Saturday 8:00 AM

LOSER OUT  (3)  

106 Thursday 5:05 PM

Loser to 206  (3)  116

Friday 4:00 PM

Loser to 302    (1)  

107 Thursday 7:25 PM FINALS 1ST EVENT  

Loser to 206  (2)  Sunday 11:00 AM

(2)

Philadelphia (1) - Kesack

108 Friday 8:00 AM

Loser to 205  (1)  117

Rochester Falcipieri Friday 12:40 PM

Fingerlakes - Mogil Loser to 306  (2)  124

109 Friday 8:00 AM

Loser to 204  (3)  

Cape Cod (1) - Delle Femine

Saturday 6:20 PM

110 Thursday 5:05 PM Loser to 401  (3)  

Loser to 203  (1)  118

Friday 12:40 PM

Loser to 306    (3)  122

111 Thursday 2:45 PM

Loser to 202   (2)  

Saturday 10:20 AM

LOSER OUT  (2)  

112 Thursday 7:25 PM

Loser to 201  (3)  119

Friday 4:00 PM

Loser to 301    (2)  FOURTH EVENT
113 Friday 10:20 AM

Loser to 209   (1)  401

Sunday 8:00 AM

(3)

Belfast - Tarantino

Atlanta/Peachtree - Brantley

Lower Cape (1) - Nix

Charlotte - Derylak

Norfolk - Bordieri

Triangle - Brouse

Nutmeg (1) - Parsons

Broomstones (2) - Messina

Albany - Clark

Lower Cape (2) - Murphy

Nashua (2) - Pendleton

Jersey Pinelands - Fabian

Nutmeg (2) - Black

Plainfield - Moore

Nashua (1) - Garner

Curl Berkshires - Zinchuck

Rocket City - Tutwiler

Utica - Dockstader

Broomstones (1) - Brown

Bucks County - Fannon



 2023 Elisabeth Childs Challenge
23 - 26 February 2023

Cape Cod Curling Club

SECOND EVENT
201 Friday 6:20 PM

Loser to 304  (1)  207

Saturday 8:00 AM

LOSER OUT    (2)  210

202 Friday 4:00 PM

Loser to 303  (3)  

Saturday 4:00 PM

LOSER OUT    (3)  212

203 Friday 6:20 PM

Loser to 304    (2)  208

Saturday 8:00 AM

LOSER OUT    (1)  

204 Friday 8:40 PM FINALS 2ND EVENT  

Loser to 302    (2)  Sunday 11:00 AM

(1)

205 Friday 6:20 PM

Loser to 301   (3)  211

Saturday 6:20 PM

LOSER OUT    (2)  

Friday 12:40 PM

206 Loser to 307    (1)  209

Friday 8:40 PM

Loser to 305    (3)  

301 Saturday 4:00 PM THIRD EVENT
LOSER OUT    (2)  308

Saturday 8:40 PM

LOSER OUT    (1)  311

302 Saturday 10:20 AM

LOSER OUT     (3)  

Sunday 8:00 AM

LOSER OUT    (2)  313

303 Saturday 12:40 PM

LOSER OUT     (1)  309

Saturday 8:40 PM FINALS 3RD EVENT  

LOSER OUT    (2)  Sunday 11:00 AM

304 Saturday 10:20 AM (3)

LOSER OUT    (1)  

305 Saturday 12:40 PM

LOSER OUT    (3)  312

Sunday 8:00 AM

LOSER OUT    (1)  

306 Saturday 12:40 PM

LOSER OUT    (2)  310

Saturday 8:40 PM

LOSER OUT    (3)  

307 Saturday 4:00 PM

LOSER OUT    (1)  



 
ALBANY 
WE LOVE ROCKS & ROLLS 

Lisa Clark 
Michaela Schwenzfeier 
Rachel Skavina 
Sarah Coligan 

 

BELFAST 
DIRI-GOGOS 

Robyn Tarantino 
Olga Zimmerman 
Brianna Charles 
Christi Goosman 

 

BERKSHIRES 
ROCK THE HOUSE 

Karen Zinchuk 
Kathy Koscher 
Maryellen Prescott 
Loretta Tenuta 

 

BROOMSTONES 1 
COLD PLAY 

Elizabeth Brown 
Heather Proefrock 
Kate Sherry 
Amy Bonaparte Smith 

BROOMSTONES 2 
SPICE CURLS  

Elizabeth Messina 
Deborah Wishner 
Alison Lyder-Norton 
Jean Haakana 

BUCKS COUNTY 
BURNING DOWN THE HOUSE 

Mary Fannon 
Susan Gantz 
Christa Keister 
Eileen Grimmer 

 

CAPE COD 1 
FLEETWOOD HACK 

Francesca Delle Femine 
Tracy Frazee 
Kirsten Karplus 
Lindsey Jackson (Upper Valley) 

 

CAPE COD 2 
CURL JAM 

Laurie Benton 
Jill Confreda 
Megan Nichols 
Meg Patriquin 

 

CHARLOTTE 
WE DISSENT 

Dana Derylak 
Misty Morris 
Nicole Pappaterra 
Kelsey Penrose 

 

FINGER LAKES 
WE WILL ROCK YOU 

Sarah Mogil 
Linda Van Nederynen 
Liz Toffey 
Michelle Mogil 

JERSEY PINELANDS 
HOUSE PARTY 

Amanda Fabian 
Jess Gallicchio 
Laurel Rodgers 
Katie Kelly 

LOWER CAPE 1 
SOLID AS A ROCK 

Joan Nix 
June Herold 
Deb Greig 
Priscilla Blew 

LOWER CAPE 2 
CURL POWER 

Helen Brown 
Bridget Murphy 
Shanna Nealy 
Lora Jackson 

NASHUA 1 
STICKS & STONES 

Trish Garner 
Doris DeVincent 
Scotty Perry 
Maggie Jaeb 

 

NASHUA 2 
THE HOUSE BAND 

Shauna Pendleton 
Vanessa Vanderheyden 
Jennifer Annand 
Karen Robey 

 

NORFOLK 
CURLOS SANTANA 

Marci Bordieri 
Linda Bolinski (Plainfield) 
Jenna Bashore 
Chris Snieckus 

 

NUTMEG 1 
HIT & ROLL IS HERE TO STAY 

Siri Parsons 
Laura Bennett  
Danielle Tapper 
Chloe Bennett 

 

NUTMEG 2 
ROLLING STONES 

Sandy Black 
Cynthia Meandzija 
Amy Brown 
Lauren Powers 

 

PEACHTREE / ATLANTA 
ATLANTA CURLING SECTION  

Sabrina Brantley 
Emma Ragauskas 
Sarah Genzer 
Robin Cornel 

PHILADELPHIA 1 
ICE GIRLS 

Kristina Kesack 
Katie Krebs 
Trish Slater 
Janet Helms 

 

PHILADELPHIA 2 
ALL SPICE, NO SUGAR 

Megan Koren 
Lacey Mielcarek 
Kate Miller 
Donna Hill 

 

PLAINFIELD 
TIPS FOR THE SKIP 

Katen Moore 
Kathy Staeger 
Sharon Galbraith Ryer 
Kat Grzybowski 

 

ROCHESTER 
ROC STARS 

Christine Falcipieri 
Tricia Chapman 
Alayna Hauke 
Carolyn Lisbon 

 

ROCKET CITY 
THE GOLDEN CURLS 

Victoria Tutwiler 
Abbey Carlson 
Lea Stall 
Jo Smith 

TRIANGLE 
THE ANGLES 

Mayre Brouse 
Karen DiPierro 
Marcy Kwiatkoski 
Sara Emley 

 

UTICA 
ROCK TALL OF FAME 

Heather Dockstader 
Jasminka Husic 
Monica Costa 
Natalie Shelton 



Rules and Clarifications to GNCC 5 Year and Under Events 
Francis Dykes Memorial Bonspiel; Raymond Kayser Memorial Bonspiel; Elisabeth Childs Challenge 

 

1. These Bonspiels shall be held annually at such times as are designated by the GNCC. 

2. The bonspiels shall rotate among the affiliated clubs of the GNCC that have manufactured ice. 

3. These competitions are sponsored by the GNCC to provide an opportunity for its curlers with five (5) or 
fewer years of curling experience to compete against opponents of similar ability.  The intention is to include 
all teams from the GNCC member clubs wishing to participate in the event. 

4. At least one rink from each GNCC member club shall be accepted. To the extent that the host club can 
accept additional teams, one additional team will be accepted from each GNCC club submitting more than 
one team.  If space permits at the host club, one additional team will be selected from each club submitting 
multiple entries until the maximum number of teams the host club can accommodate is selected. It is the 
responsibility of the GNCC member club to place their multiple entries in numerical order for selection. 

5. The USA Curling Rules of Curling: Club and Bonspiel Use shall govern the rules of play, except as 
specifically waived or modified by the GNCC event. 

1. All ties will be decided by a last shot draw (LSD), closest draw to the button with sweeping (throwing 
team only), with the exception of finals. 

2. All games including finals shall be eight (8) ends. 

3. The delivery of team stones in a mixed format must be performed with alternating genders. 

6. The entry fee for each bonspiel shall be set by the host club and the GNCC. 

7. Eligibility: 

1. Members having curled longer than five (5) curling seasons shall not be eligible to compete. 

i. Ten (10) games per season anywhere constitutes a season. 

ii. The curling season starts on May 1st and ends April 30th. 

iii. Junior curling (ages 14 - 21), but not youth curling (ages 13 and below), experience counts towards 
the five (5) curling seasons. 

2. All substitutes shall be governed by eligibility rule 7(i) above. 

3. Each participant is responsible for determining his/her eligibility. 

4. The eligibility of team members shall be certified to the host club, using the official GNCC 5yr and 
Under Eligibility form, by the president, treasurer or GNCC representative of the team’s club with 
respect rule 7(i) with confirmation that curling experience includes all years of curling. 

8. The Francis Dykes, Raymond Kayser, and Elizabeth Childs Challenge bonspiels are adult events, and they 
are open to GNCC members in good standing that are at least 21 years old as of the day of the event. 

9. A Head Official or Rules Official has the ability to place a team, in particular the skip, on the clock if slow 
play is ensuing. 

10. All inquiries or protests by an entered team shall be resolved on site at the time of the protest or inquiry by 
the On-Site Chair in consultation with the GNCC event Chair if necessary. 

 

LOCAL RULES 
 

All Games will be played under Grand National Rules, with the following additions and modifications:  
1. The maximum duration of all games will be eight ends, unless timed out as explained below or otherwise 

conceded by the losing team.  
2. The five-stone Free Guard Zone Rule will be observed.  
3. All substitutes will be approved and, if necessary, assigned by the Cape Cod Curling Club spiel committee. 

Substitutes may play any position approved by the spiel chairs.  
4. Any team not ready to play at the scheduled time will forfeit one end and one stone for each ten minutes the 

game is delayed. At thirty minutes, the game will be forfeited.  
5. Two hours are allocated for each game. A countdown clock is set for 1:50 at the beginning of each game. With 

fifteen-minutes remaining, a warning buzzer will sound. At zero, a second buzzer sounds. Prior to the second 
buzzer sounding (at time zero) the final stone of the end being played must have come to rest in order to play an 
additional end. EXCEPTION: The finals of the 1st, 2nd, 3rd and 4th events will not be timed; all eight ends will be 
played.  

6. If a game is tied after regular play, each skip will throw one rock. Closest to the button wins, with measurement 
done by the spiel committee. Only the throwing team may sweep. EXCEPTION: This tie breaker rule will not apply 
to the finals. If tied after regular play, an extra full end will be played. All measurements in regular play and extra 
ends will be made by the Vice Skips. A spiel committee member will be available to resolve conflicts concerning 
measurements and for rule interpretations.  

7. The WCF rule regarding broom heads and stick delivery will not be imposed.  
8. Teams are free to change positions and throwing order between games but must inform the spiel committee and 

their opponent before the game commences 



Cape Cod Curling Club (CCCC) 
 

Wifi Code:  Live Stream: 
CapeCod1969 https://capecodcurling.org/index.php/live-streaming-video 
 

 
 
Warm Room:  Broomstacking after each game will take place at the tables in front of each sheet in 
the warm room.  We have a large comfortable warm room. There are 2 couches, a club chair with 
ottoman for relaxing between draws. There are chairs along the glass to watch the games. 
 

Bar/Dining Room:  We have a full bar.  It is cash only, pay as you go; we do not allow bar tabs. 
There are tables in the dining room for your use between draws. There are also chairs along the 
glass to watch the games from the dining area. 
 

Locker Rooms/Restrooms:  Please stow your gear in the locker rooms not in the warm room or 
dining/bar area. It is safe to leave your gear overnight. We have a 3-stall restroom adjacent to the 
women’s locker room. As this is a women’s event, the men’s locker room may be used for overflow 
if necessary. Keep in mind, several men are volunteering at the bonspiel; they will be using the 
restrooms in their locker room.  
 

Parking/One Way Traffic Pattern:   

• Parking: There should be ample parking for the event. We have 31 paved spaces; 2 of which 
are reserved for handicap vehicles. There is also parking on the gravel. The access to the gravel 
parking lot will be marked by orange cones. Please do not park in the access lane. If the paved 
and gravel parking lots are full, there is parking on the grass along the right side of the exit 
driveway. Park nose-in on the grass. Please do not park on the left side of the exit driveway, that 
is not our property.   
 

• One-Way Traffic Pattern:  We have a one-way traffic pattern.  Enter the parking areas at the 
CCCC sign.  The exit driveway is shared with our neighbor, The Falmouth Sports Center (FSC). 
Please yield to any traffic coming from the FSC on your left as you exit CCCC parking area. 
Please do not back up in our parking lot, make the loop around if you missed a parking spot. 

 
 

 
 

In-House Activities Between Draws 
 
 

Raffles:  There will be a Raffle Table and a 50/50 Raffle. Tickets will be on sale until 8:00 pm 
Saturday: 1 for $5; 3 for $10; 10 for $20.  Raffle drawings will be Saturday, February 25th at 8:30pm. 
 
 

Retail Therapy:  We have a club store with CCCC souvenirs for purchase. Skips & Stones, Jeanie 
Yaroch, will be in the warm room at various times during the weekend. Dakota Curling Supplies, Jon 
Barbagallo, will be at CCCC Tuesday and Wednesday 4pm – 8pm; Thursday 10am – 3pm. 
 
 

Tasting:  FRIDAY, February 24th at 1:30 pm, Cape Cod Distillers will be offering a tasting of their 
spirits and ready to drink (RTD) beverages. Cost per flight is $15. The flight is a taste of 5 of their 
locally distilled liquors accompanied by their RTDs. SATURDAY, February 25th at 1:30 pm the bar will 
be serving Frazee’s Wine Cocktails. 
 
 

Entertainment:  Friday night there will be music and trivia after dinner beginning at 7:30 pm. We 
are looking forward to hearing your team songs! Saturday night vocalist Vanna Pacella will be on 
the keyboard in the warm room. Live music and dancing during the evening draws.  

 



Elisabeth Childs 
Elisabeth Calder was born in 1921 in Utica, NY. 
As the daughter of Jack Calder, Elisabeth was 
exposed to the sport of curling very early at the 
Utica Curling Club. She married Edward "Ted" 
Childs in 1951 and moved to Norfolk, CT where 
she introduced curling to the area, helping to 
create the Norfolk Curling Club in 1956. Norfolk 
hosts an annual men's bonspiel, the Calder 
trophy, in honor of Elisabeth's father. 

 

Event History 
 

While watching the Francis Dykes competition in Utica, New York, in 1989, a group of women 
curlers asked why there was not an equivalent competition for women with five or fewer years of 
curling experience. Bill Rotton was Utica’s GNCC representative at the time and was tasked with 
approaching the Executive Committee to sanction a women’s bonspiel. The GNCC accepted this 
new bonspiel at their annual meeting in 1990, and the inaugural event was scheduled for the 
following season. Peggy Rotton donated pins the first year and recruited Gwen Krailo to design a 
pin specific to the event. Mrs. Rotton and Mrs. Krailo have donated the pins ever since. 

The first Women’s Challenge had four events and was held at the Norfolk Curling Club in 1991. 
Eight teams participated, and every team made the finals. Elisabeth Childs watched the games 
from a chair on the back boards at the away end. Mrs. Krailo asked Mrs. Childs if she would lend 
her name to the bonspiel. Her prompt and empathic response was, “No! I’m not dead yet.” In 2010, 
the year after Mrs. Childs passed away, the Women’s Challenge was re-named in her honor. 

The four events were named for the four women largely responsible for promoting the event. 

 

❖ Peggy Rotton Award:  The First Event is named for Peggy Rotton of the Utica 
Curling Club for her pin donation. 
 

❖ Gwen Krailo Award:  The Second Event is named after Gwen Krailo of the 
Nashua Curling Club for her pin design and donation. 
 

❖ Lorraine Wood Award:  The Third Event is named after Lorraine Wood of the 
Nashua Curling Club for her donation of the pin dye. 
 

❖ Shelly Dropkin Award:  The Fourth Event recognizes Shelly Dropkin of the 
Broomstones Curling Club for her serving as the first chairperson of the Challenge. 

 

 
Cathy Uhl, GNCC Board of Directors, 5U Chair 
 

Our 5U bonspiels were created to promote and grow the sport we love, as well as give our newer 
curlers dedicated spiels. The Elisabeth Childs Challenge is our only 5U Women’s bonspiel. I know 
you will have a great time this year at Cape Cod, my home club, where the ice is keen and the 
hospitality is second to none. All of the volunteers have worked hard to ensure the success of this 
event. I hope you have a great weekend of curling and friendship. If you ever have any questions or 
need anything from me, please feel free to reach out. Good Curling!  
 
 



ELISABETH CHILDS CHALLENGE 
 

5 AND UNDER WOMEN 
 

1ST EVENT – PEGGY ROTTON TROPHY 
 

Date Location Club Skip Vice Second Lead 

1991 Norfolk Weston Michelle Carens       

1992 Broomstones Utica Kathie Hill Sue Raushcher Joan Shields Mary Pat Welch 

1993 Utica Weston Roseann Glaser Ann Marie Pianka Cay Lodine Marcy Pianka 

1994 Albany Utica III Chris Gleason Diane Higgins Lori Clark Joan Carmody 

1995 Chesapeake Weston Loraine Waybourn Janet Kluczynski Ellie Horrigan Ann Purdy 

1996 Nashua Weston Loraine Waybourn Janet Kluczynski Ellie Horrigan Jamie Hutchinson 

1997 Nutmeg Nutmeg Trish Ryan Jennifer Stannard Susan Reiter Tracie Nordgaard 

1998 Norfolk Broomstones Carolyn MacLeod Jane Burchesky Elizabeth Hazell Ann Purdy 

1999 Petersham Broomstones Judith Cantlin Ho Jennifer Manning Ann Velie Phelicia Howland 

2000 Schenectady Albany Nancy Madsen Kristin Guilbault Kathy Dyer Eathy Eggers 

2001 Albany Broomstones Sheryl Battit Phelicia Howland Val Schmitt Standolyn Robertson 

2002 Cape Cod Utica I Cindy Ciaralli Lis DeGironimo Barb Felice Michelle MacEnroe 

2003 Nashua Broomstones Lisa Mitchell Karen Gloyd Kathy Vassar Elaine Richie 

2004 Utica Utica II Laura Jacon Anne Stuhlman Terri Sullivan Karen Rogowski 

2005 Rochester Utica II Anne Stuhlman Karen Rogowski Terri Sullivan Liz Nolan 

2006 Chesapeake Utica Anne Stuhlman Karen Rogowski Cheri Gaebel Shelley DelMonte 

2007 Belfast Potomac III Rachel Sethi Melissa Fox Karen Smith Stepahnie Torta 

2008 Potomac Potomac/Broomstones Melissa Fox Stepahnie Torta Karen Smith Emily Morris 

2009 Ardsley Green Mountain Tish Orr Meg O'Donnell Connie Dollinger Blythe Leonard 

2010 Utica Schenectady Lori Millet Lisa Filkins Sue Adair Yuko Kashiwado 

2011 Norfolk Broomstones Debra Kutok Michelle Naylor Dawn Hebert Heather Campbell 

2012 Cape Cod Schenectady Laura Knussman Amy Machold Peggy O'Connor Barb Kimmey 

2013 Rochester Bucks County Christi Freeman Kristen Weiss Jessica Welch Barb Murphy 

2014 Utica Bucks County Christi Freeman Kristen Weiss Jessica Welch Barb Murphy 

2015 Potomac Ardsley Leeza Furman Karen Luckey Taylor Block L. Avendano-Eaton 

2016 Schenectady Cape Cod Jeanie Yaroch Carolyn Ryczek Donna Pijanowski Paula Howe 

2017 Belfast Cape Cod Cathlene Uhl Alexandra Zollo Brigitta Brandt F. Delle Femine 

2018 Rochester Rochester S. Hamer E. Smith-Schubart K. Warner R. Nadbrzuch 

2019 Bucks County Plainfield/Finger Lakes C. Statkvs J. Muscat S. Mogilevich M. Walker 

2020 Peachtree Albany/Charlotte Christine Mclear Sarah Bush Lindsay Bianco   

2021 NO GAMES - COVID 

2022 Albany Cape Cod Candace Teixeira Laurie Benton  Megan Nichols 
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